AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended): A stable pharmaceutical composition comprising about 1 wt. % to about 
80 wt. % of quinapril an ACE inh i bitor or a pharmaceutical acceptable salt thereof, about 1 wt. % 
to about 70 wt. % of an alkali or alkaline earth metal carbonate, and about 1 wt. % to about 80 
wt. % of a low-substituted hydroxypropyl cellulose, wherein th e ACE i nh i b i tor i s se l ected from 
tho group consist i ng of quinapr il , e na l apri l , sp i rapril, ram i pr il , p e r i ndopr il , indolapri l , lisinopr i l, 
alacopri l , trandolopr il , b e nazapril, libenzapr i l, do l apr i l, ci l azapri l and comb i nat i ons th e r e of; 
wh e rein tho format i on of an internal cyc li zat i on product, and/or e st e r hydrolys i s product, and/or 
ox i dat i on product, has b ee n r e duc e d or e l iminat e d, and the weight percents are based on the 
total weight of the pharmaceutical composition. 

2. (canceled). 

3. (currently amended): The composition according to Claim 1 , wherein the quinapril AGE 
i nh i bitor is quinapril hydrochloride. 

4. (currently amended): The composition according to Claim 1, wherein the amount of quinapril 
th e ACE inh i bitor or a pharmaceutical acceptable salt thereof is from about 5 wt. % to about 50 
wt. %, based on the total weight of the pharmaceutical composition. 

5. (currently amended): The composition according to Claim 4, wherein the amount of quinapril 
th e ACE inh i bitor or a pharmaceutical acceptable salt thereof is from about 10 wt. % to about 15 
wt. %, based on the total weight of the pharmaceutical composition. 

6. (original): The composition according to Claim 1 , wherein the alkali metal is selected from the 
group consisting of lithium, sodium, potassium, rubidium, cesium and francium. 

7. (original): The composition according to Claim 1, wherein the alkaline earth metal is selected 
from the group consisting of magnesium, calcium, barium, strontium and radium. 

8. (original): The composition according to Claim 7, wherein the alkaline earth metal is 
magnesium. 



9. (original): The composition according to Claim 1. wherein the amount of the alkali or alkaline 
earth metal carbonate is from about 10 wt. % to about 60 wt. %, based on the total weight of the 
pharmaceutical composition. 

10. (original): The composition according to Claim 9, wherein the amount of the alkali or alkaline 
earth metal carbonate is from about 45 wt. % to about 55 wt. %, based on the total weight of the 
pharmaceutical composition. 

Claims 11-13 (canceled) 

14. (original): The composition according to Claim 1, wherein the low-substituted hydroxypropyl 
cellulose when dried at 105 ^'C for 1 hour contains 5-16% of hydroxypropoxy groups. 

15. (original): The composition according to Claim 14, wherein the low-substituted 
hydroxypropyl cellulose when dried at 105 "^C for 1 hour contains 10-13% of hydroxypropoxy 
groups. 

16. (currently amended): The composition according to Claim 1 Claim 13 , wherein the low- 
substituted hydroxypropyl cellulose is selected from the group consisting of: LH-1 1 having a 
hydroxypropoxy content of 11% and an average particle size of 50 microns; LH-21 having a 
hydroxypropoxy content of 11% and an average particle size of 40 microns; LH-31 having a 
hydroxypropoxy content of 11%, and an average particle size of 25 microns; LH-22 having a 
hydroxypropoxy content of 8%, and an average particle size of 40 microns; LH-32 having a 
hydroxypropoxy content of 8%, and an average particle size of 25 microns; LH-20 having a 
hydroxypropoxy content of 13%, and an average particle size of 40 microns; and LH-30 having a 
hydroxypropoxy content of 13%, and an average particle size of 25 microns. 

17. (original): The composition according to Claim 16. wherein the L-HPC is LH-21 or LH-1 1. 

18. (original): The composition according to Claim 1, wherein the hydroxypropyl cellulose is 
present in an amount of from about 10 wt. % to about 50 wt. %. 

19. (original): The composition according to Claim 18, wherein the hydroxypropyl cellulose is 
present in an amount of from about 30 wt. % to about 40 wt. %. 

20. (original): The composition according to Claim 1, which is in the form selected from the 
group consisting of a tablet, granules, bar, block, disc, capsule, caplet and powder. 
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21 . (currently amended): A method of preparing a stable pharmaceutical composition 
comprising about 1 wt. % to about 80 wt. % of quinapril an ACE i nhibitor or a pharmaceutical 
acceptable salt thereof, about 1 wt. % to about 70 \Nt. % of an alkali or alkaline earth metal 
carbonate, and about 1 wt. % to about 80 wt. % of a low-substituted hydroxypropyl cellulose, 
wherein th e ACE i nh i b i tor i s s e l e ot e d from the group consisting of qu i napril, e na l apr i l, sp i rapr i l, 
ramipril, p e rindopril, i ndo l april, l is i nopr i l, alacepr il , trando l apr i l, b e nazapr il , l i b e nzapr il , d e lapr il , 
c i lazapr il and combinations th e reof; whoroin tho formation of an interna l cyc l ization product, 
and/or ost e r hydro l ysis product, and/or oxidation product, has boon reduced or e li minat e d, and 
the weight percents are based on the total weight of the pharmaceutical composition, said 
method comprising: 

(a) mixing quinapril th e ACE i nhibitor or a pharmaceutical acceptable salt thereof, an 
alkali or alkaline earth metal carbonate, hydroxypropyl cellulose, and optionally one or 
more excipients, to form a premix; 

(b) adding a solvent, and optionally one or more excipients, to the premix formed in Step 
(a) to form a wet granulation; 

(c) drying the wet granulation to form granules, and optionally milling the granules; and 

(d) optionally mixing one or more excipients with the granules to form a pharmaceutical 
composition. 



